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1. Foreword

The European Union has 
declared 2005 the Year 
of the Mediterranean 
in recognition of the 
10th anniversary of the 
Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership. During 
these 10 years, the 
EU has strengthened 
ties with our 
partners around the 

Mediterranean in all �  elds ranging from 
the political to the technical. This year is an 
important opportunity to look back and take 
note of the many initiatives that have been 
undertaken in the �  eld of the environment. 
It is a time to celebrate our accomplishments 
and also to look towards the future to 
determine how we could best develop and 
strengthen our environmental cooperation.

The countries around the Mediterranean 
Basin have always been united by the sea, 
in a common destiny shaped by the unique 
environmental characteristics of the sea and 
its environs. In the mid-1970s, the peoples 
of these countries sought to safeguard this 
precious environment through the agreement 
of the Barcelona Convention and the 
establishment of the Mediterranean action 
plan (MAP) . Since that time, the Barcelona 
Convention has evolved into a key instrument 
for promoting sustainable development 
in the Mediterranean region. The recently 
agreed Mediterranean strategy for sustainable 
development continues this work. This year 
we are also celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
the Mediterranean action plan, and salute its 
achievements.

Concurrently with a growing awareness 
in the region about the importance of the 
environment, many other environmental 
initiatives have been launched in the 
Mediterranean countries. Through both 
bilateral and regional assistance programmes 
under MEDA, the EU �  nancial assistance 
programme in the Mediterranean, the 
EU has directly �  nanced a wide range of 
environmental projects, and has subsidised 
EIB loans for important environmental 
infrastructure. At the same time, the EU 
has also worked with partner countries in 

numerous other forums, including the 
SMAP correspondents network, the activities 
of the European Environment Agency, the 
LIFE-Third countries programme, and the 
METAP partnership with the World Bank and 
other donors.

In the context of the European neighbourhood 
policy, the Union will be intensifying its 
involvement in the region in all sectors. 
With many of our partner countries, we have 
already established action plans, outlining 
speci� c areas in which we aim to move 
forward. Concerning the environment, 
the action plans foresee cooperation in 
environmental governance and strengthening 
of environmental administrative structures, 
improving environmental legislation and 
its implementation, and promoting global 
and regional environmental cooperation. 
The plans also emphasise that sustainable 
development principles should be taken into 
account in the development of cooperation in 
other sectors.

These action plans will help set the roadmap 
for bilateral cooperation. At the same time, 
the European Commission has proposed 
that the countries of the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership launch a new ambitious 
undertaking, to de-pollute the Mediterranean 
by 2020, at their upcoming summit in 
Barcelona in November of this year. 

In order to meet such an ambitious 
objective, we will need to build on the many 
ongoing environmental initiatives in the 
Mediterranean, and �  nd ways to overcome 
many considerable challenges. During this 
Year of the Mediterranean, I hope that we 
can build a consensus on how we can best 
work together for the future to ensure the 
proper management of the environment in 
the Mediterranean region and promote the 
sustainable development of the people living 
around its shores.

Stavros Dimas
Member of the European Commission
for Environment

Celebrating 2005: The Year of the Mediterranean
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The Euro-Mediterranean partnership 
(EMP) was established by the Barcelona 
Declaration on 28 November 1995. 
Originally this was a joint initiative of 27 
partners (15 EU Member States and 12 non-EU 
Mediterranean countries). The partnership 
has now expanded to 35 countries following 
the enlargement of the EU ( 1). The EMP is 
remarkable as the �  rst serious attempt to 
create lasting, powerful bonds between the 
countries located around the shores of the 
Mediterranean.

The Barcelona Declaration includes three 
chapters:

• promotion of peace and stability 
including the promotion of democracy and 
respect for human rights;

• economic cooperation including 
the progressive establishment of a Euro-
Mediterranean free trade area. The 
environment is one of the priorities of the 
economic cooperation;

• social and cultural cooperation 
including health, civil society and youth.

The partnership has made a positive 
contribution to modernisation efforts in 
the countries of the 
southern and eastern 
Mediterranean, 
and human 
development indices 
have improved. In 
these countries, the 
EMP has had an 
impact on economic 
development, and 
has promoted links 
between civil society 
and even contributed 

2. EU cooperation in the Mediterranean

to the development of shared values and the 
sense of a common destiny. There is arguably 
stronger convergence between the agendas of 
north and south and around the principles 
of the partnership than was the case in 1995. 
Nonetheless, unemployment, social exclusion 
and illiteracy still represent enormous 
challenges for many of the countries of the 
Mediterranean.

In its �  rst 10 years, the EMP has provided 
over EUR 8 billion in grant aid through the 
MEDA programme toward cooperation in 
infrastructural improvements, administrative 
reforms, preparation for investments, etc. In 
addition, the European Investment Bank 
(EIB) committed loans of EUR 6.1 billion 
to the region between 1996 and 2001 (of 
which EUR 2.3 billion in 1995–99) and is 
mandated to lend a further EUR 6.52 billion 
covered by the Community Guarantee 
Fund in the period 2000–07. In addition, 
the EIB established a further EUR 1 billion 
Mediterranean partnership facility at its own 
risk for large cross-regional transport, energy 
and environment projects.

(1) EU-25 plus Algeria, Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Palestinian Authority, 
Syria, Tunisia and Turkey.
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Ongoing environmental cooperation in the Mediterranean

Bilateral relations Regional relations

Political 
relations

Financial 
assistance

Financial
assistance

Regional
cooperation 

Political 
relations

EURO-MED
association 
agreements

Environment, 
energy

and transport 
subcommittees

Country 
� nancing 

strategies 2005 
(water 

� nancing)

Speci� c regional 
programmes 

such as SMAP, 
MEDA Water, 

SAFEMED, etc.

Barcelona 
Convention

MAP
Mediterranean 

strategy for 
sustainable 

development

MEDA national 
indicative 

programmes 
(NIPs) 

2005–06

Regional 
indicative 

programme 
(RIP)

2005–06

SMAP 
correspondents 

network 
(under 

EURO-MED)

EURO-MED 
Foreign

Affairs Ministers’
meetings

National action 
plans agreed 

under European 
neighbourhood 

policy

FEMIP
MEDA assisted 

EIB loans

LIFE-Third 
countries 

programme

METAP
(Mediterranean 

technical 
assistance 

programme)

EU Water 
InitiativeGreen boxes: Euro-Mediterranean partnership activities.

Blue boxes:  Not Euro-Mediterranean activities.

Within the overall context of the EMP, Euro-
Mediterranean association agreements have 
been negotiated to govern bilateral relations 
between the EU and each one of the partner 
countries. These comprehensive agreements 
are now mostly in force. Each agreement 
covers a broad range of issues such as political 
dialogue, respect for human rights and 
democracy, establishment of WTO-compatible 
free trade, economic cooperation (including 
environment), cooperation relating to social 
affairs, as well as cultural cooperation. Each 
of the agreements establishes a network of 
meetings for structured contact and dialogue 
between the EU and the partner country. 

Environment and sustainable development in the Mediterranean — Ten years of cooperation
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An analysis tool towards streamlining 
sustainable development principles into 
the framework of the EMFTA

Results expected by 2006

• A detailed assessment of the impacts 
of the EMFTA on key economic 
sectors in the EURO-MED countries.

•  Proposals for a participatory 
monitoring mechanism to assist EURO-MED 

partners and stakeholders to promote sustainability in the future evolution 
of EMFTA.

• Recommendations for further integration of sustainable development in 
the ongoing trade negotiations and for the orientation of policies within 
the EURO-MED partnership.

The EU also cooperates with its Mediterranean 
neighbours in a variety of multilateral 
frameworks and initiatives. In the �  eld of 
environment, the most important such 
framework is provided by the Barcelona 
Convention  for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment and the Coastal Region of the 
Mediterranean. Important environmental 
cooperation is also promoted in the context 
of the Mediterranean environmental 
technical assistance programme 
(METAP) and numerous civil society 
networks promoting cooperation among 
NGOs. Many of these frameworks involve not 
only the partners of the EU in the EMP and 
the neighbourhood policy, but also Turkey 
and the countries of south-east Europe, 
with whom the EU has separate bilateral 
cooperation agreements.

The European neighbourhood policy 
of the European Union has come on the 
heels of EU enlargement to reinforce the 
Euro-Mediterranean partnership and provide 
greater focus in the bilateral relations with the 
Mediterranean partner countries through the 
implementation of national action plans.

Environmental cooperation is a constituent 
element of the relationships established 
under the Euro-Mediterranean partnership 
and the European neighbourhood policy. In 
addition to speci�  c environmental initiatives, 
both the EMP and the ENP identify the need 
for the proper integration of environmental 
considerations into other sectors, and 
promoting sustainable development as the 
best pathway to long-term prosperity and 
security. 

Box 2.1 Sustainability impact assessment (SIA) 
of the EURO-MED free trade area of 2010
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3. Environmental cooperation under 
 the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, 
 1995–2005

Based on the text of the Mediterranean strategy 
for sustainable development and the Blue 
Plan Environment and development report ( 1), 
one can conclude that, though a great deal of 
effort has been devoted to the environmental 
protection of the Mediterranean region by 
local, regional and national authorities, 
international organisations and �  nancing 
institutions, many environmental problems 
continue to plague the Mediterranean. In 
recent decades, environmental degradation 
has accelerated. Valuable agriculture land is 
being lost to urbanisation and salinisation. 
More than 80 % of arid and dry areas are 
affected by deserti�  cation. Scarce, overused 
water resources are threatened with depletion 
or degradation. Urban standards of living and 
health are being degraded by traf�  c congestion, 
noise, poor air quality and the rapid growth of 
waste generation. Coastal areas and the sea are 
affected by pollution and coastlines are being 
built up and/or eroded, while �  sh resources 
are being depleted. The unique landscapes and 
biodiversity of the region are being disrupted 
by overexploitation.

Although it is dif�  cult and risky to assign 
speci� c values, the costs of environmental 
degradation are clearly very signi�  cant. In 
addition, the region is increasingly vulnerable 
to �  ooding, landslides, earthquakes, tsunamis, 
droughts, �  res and ecological imbalances, 
which have a direct and immediate impact 
on the livelihood and welfare of a large 
proportion of the population.

The potential increase in environmental 
pressures on coastal regions over the coming 
20 years is considerable, particularly in the 
areas of tourism, transport (which is projected 
to more than double in volume), urban sprawl, 
etc. The continued spread of unsustainable 
production and consumption patterns is 
likely to increase the costs of environmental 
degradation dramatically.

In this context of considerable environmental 
problems, the Euro-Mediterranean partnership 
operates in two complementary modes of 
cooperation: one regional and the other 
bilateral. Each of these modes includes an 
environmental component.

Environmental challenges in the Mediterranean

(1) Blue Plan Regional Activity Centre of UNEP/MAP. 

This partnership between the European 
Commission, the European Investment 
Bank, the World Bank, the UN Development 
Programme, Finland and Switzerland 
promotes synergistic approaches of 
the activities of its partners in the region 
in the � eld of environment and sustainable 
development. Under the chairmanship 
of the World Bank, the programme 
has gone through four phases of 
operation since its inception in 1991. 

It has managed a number of important 
region-wide projects including implementation of environmental 

impact assessment principles, cost of environmental degradation, solid waste 
management, etc. and has helped several countries to develop their institutional 
capacities in the environment area. METAP is expected to continue its work with 
a � fth phase starting in 2006.

Box 3.1 The Mediterranean environmental technical assistance programme 
(METAP)
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Regional cooperation

Regional cooperation is the means for 
reinforcing the relations between the 
European Union and all the countries in the 
Mediterranean region.

Operationally, Euro-Mediterranean 
conferences take place at the level of Foreign 
Ministers, who form the top steering body 
of the Barcelona process, sectoral ministers, 
government experts and representatives 
of civil society. Political cooperation is 
coordinated through regular meetings of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Committee.

In Helsinki in 1997, the Euro-Mediterranean 
Environment Ministers adopted a declaration 
establishing the ‘Short- and medium-term 
environmental action’ programme 
(SMAP) . This programme was designed 
to be the operational tool for the 
implementation of the policy adopted by 
EURO-MED partners in the environment 
area, as well as to provide project �  nancing 
from the regional environment programme 
of MEDA. In 2002, EURO-MED Environment 
Ministers reaf�  rmed their commitment to 
the SMAP through the adoption of the 
Athens Declaration. This declaration 
emphasised the importance of ensuring 
synergies between SMAP and other regional 
initiatives, including activities under the 
UN Barcelona Convention.

The SMAP programme operates in the region 
through:

• the SMAP correspondents network, 
made up of the focal points for the 
implementation of the SMAP programme 
in the EU Member States and partner 
countries;

• the Regional Monitoring Support Unit 
(RMSU),  which provides coordination 
and communication services to the SMAP 
networks, notably for the implementation of 
SMAP-funded projects. During 2004–05, the 
RMSU organised a series of national SMAP 
workshops focusing on environmental 
integration and the sustainable development 
of the countries concerned. Workshops were 
held in Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, 
Israel, and West Bank and Gaza;

• the funding of three generations of regional 
environmental projects ( SMAP I  in 
1998–99, SMAP II in 2000, and SMAP 
III  in 2005) under the MEDA regional 
environment programme  with a total of 
some EUR 50 million. A description of the 
ongoing SMAP II projects can be found in 
Table I. SMAP III will be providing technical 
assistance to governments and support for 
the preparation of integrated coastal zone 
management plans.

The EU also �  nances other regional MEDA 
programmes related to the environment. 
These include:

• the Euro-Mediterranean regional 
programme for local water 
management , which has �  nanced — with 
about EUR 40 million — a number of water 
networks in the Mediterranean, such as the 
‘Euro-Mediterranean information system on 
know-how in the water sector’ (EMWIS);

• regional programmes of cooperation in 
the areas of energy, transport, information 
society, etc.
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No Project title Description Project 
coordinator

Countries 
involved

Total cost
(EC 
contribution)

Start 
date/ 
duration

1 Integrated waste 
management 
for olive oil 
pressing 
industries 

Cleaner production 
techniques, setting 
of national ef�  uent 
standards and building 
of pilot plants

UNDP, 
Lebanon

Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria and Spain

Total: 
EUR 2 196 790
(EC contribution 
EUR 1 738 411)

1.3.2005
36 months

2 Development 
of marine and 
coastal protected 
areas 

Strengthening the 
conservation and 
sustainable management 
of the Mediterranean 
marine and coastal 
biological diversity 
through seven pilot 
interventions

UNEP/MAP 
(RAC/SPA)

Tunisia, Morocco, 
Algeria, Israel, 
Syria, Malta and 
Cyprus 

Total: 
EUR 2 191 169
(EC contribution 
EUR 1 748 374)

2.1.2002 
36 months

3 Fara’a and 
Jerash integrated 
watershed 
management 

Creating sustainable 
development conditions 
for the rural population 
in two pilot watersheds 
in the Jordan River Basin

Environmental 
Quality 
Authority 

West Bank and 
Gaza, Jordan and  
the Netherlands 

Total: 
EUR 4 940 430
(EC contribution 
EUR 3 881 730)

20.1.2003
36 months

4 Photovoltaic 
water pumping 
programme 

Water pumping and 
puri�  cation systems 
powered with solar 
energy produced by 
photovoltaic (PV) cells

Universidad 
Politécnica de 
Madrid 

Spain, Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunisia 
and France

Total: 
EUR 2 935 769
(EC contribution 
EUR 2 291 013)

22.12.2001
48 months

5 Strategies 
to combat 
deserti� cation 
in arid lands in 
north Africa

Fight against 
deserti� cation in arid 
zones of Morocco 
and Tunisia through 
restoration of degraded 
rangeland

Università di 
Sassari

Italy, Morocco 
and Tunisia

Total: 
EUR 4 308 348
(EC contribution 
EUR 3 446 678)

9.3.2002
55 months

6 Combating 
deserti� cation 
in the Maghreb 
countries

Implementation of the 
UN Convention to 
Combat Deserti� cation in 
Morocco and Tunisia

Observatoire 
du Sahara 
et du Sahel 
(OSS)

Tunisia and 
Morocco

Total: 
EUR 1 969 945
(EC contribution 
EUR 1 438 945)

8.1.2002
41 months

7 Urban air quality 
improvement 
and strengthen-
ing of local 
air quality 
administration

Improvement of urban 
air quality through 
air quality plans to 
reduce emissions from 
industrial, domestic, 
service and transport 
sectors and through 
urban mobility plans 

Institute 
Català 
d’Energia 
(ICAEN)

Spain, Morocco, 
Lebanon and 
Cyprus

Total: 
EUR 2 549 345
(EC contribution 
EUR 2 020 745)

4.1.2002
48 months

8 Solid waste 
management 
in Mashreq 
and Maghreb 
countries

Sustainable integrated 
waste management 
practices through: 
strengthening policy, 
legal and institutional 
frameworks, � nancing 
and cost-recovery 
options, enhanced 
private sector 
participation, etc.

World Bank 
Group/METAP

Tunisia, Morocco, 
Algeria, Egypt, 
Jordan, West 
Bank and Gaza, 
Lebanon and Syria

Total: 
EUR 6 000 000
(EC contribution 
EUR 5 000 000)

3.1.2002
48 months

Table I: SMAP II ongoing projects
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SMAP success story No 1

Promoting sustainable use of agricultural land through the introduction 
of organic farming methods

Environment and sustainable development in the Mediterranean — Ten years of cooperation
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 Coordinator  Egyptian Biodynamic Association — EBDA
  Dr Zakaria El-Haddad
 Address PO Box 1535 
  Alf Meskan, 3 Belbes Desert Rd
  11777 Cairo, Egypt
 Tel.  (20-2) 656 41 54
 Fax  (20-2) 656 78 28
 E-mail:  Zakaria.haddad@sekem.com
 Project website:  www.globalorganic.net

Results achieved

An organic farming training curriculum for agricultural engineers was developed. 
New advisory and training methods were elaborated to train the farmers. Thirty-
� ve agricultural engineers were trained to become advisors and trainers for farmers. 
More than 560 farmers participated in training on organic farming. As a result, all 
participating farms in the three countries gained the status of certi� ed organic farms.

A model pilot farm ‘Mohsen Eissa’ was established in Egypt close to SEKEM Farm 
(a major centre of organic agriculture in Egypt) and two training centres were 
established. A farmers’ association was founded in Tunisia to promote training. 
A process station for storing and packaging dates was also established in Tunisia. 
A socioeconomic study was carried out in Tunisia and it revealed the problems 
farmers were facing during the conversion time.

The ‘Global organic network’ (GON) information system and database and a 
systematic farm documentation system (Farm Book) were established in Egypt. The 
Farm Book, information on marketing and agricultural techniques as well as best 
practices on organic farming were made available at GON on the Internet. Two 
international, three regional and several local workshops were organised in order to 
disseminate project results and lessons learned. Further, the partners participated in 
major international exhibitions and trade fairs for organic products.

Lessons learned

The challenge of increasing awareness on bene� ts of organic agriculture was tackled 
through a number of innovative methods in the project. By focusing on training 
farmers and experts closely working with them and by building partnerships with the 
entire production and dissemination chain (from farms to international markets) the 
project managed to make the bene� ts of converting into organic farming visible and 
� nancially attractive. As a result, the area of organically cultivated land increased.

The project had a catalytic role in coordinating organic agricultural practices and it 
managed to raise awareness on the bene� ts of organic farming also among policy-
makers. It created a dialogue and built networks between the diverse stakeholders 
engaged in achieving more ecologically friendly farming systems. The project also 
facilitated a dialogue between the NGOs and organisations in the region, establishing 
communication networks as well as promoting a common understanding on the 
long-term goal to implement common solutions to the region’s agro-environmental 
problems.
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SMAP success story No 2

Water community programme to promote community-based awareness
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 Coordinator Friends of the Earth Middle-East (FoEME)
  Mr Gideon Bromberg
 Address 85 Nehalat Benyamin St.
  Tel-Aviv, Israel
 Tel. (972-3) 560 53 83 
 Fax (972-3) 560 46 93
 E-mail: info@foeme.org
 Project website: www.foeme.org

Results achieved

The goal of the project was to focus public awareness on the shared water problems 
of Israelis, Palestinians and Jordanians. The project sought to encourage regional 
sustainable water management practices by focusing on conservation, ef� ciency and 
fair water allocation.

Neighbouring pilot communities were identi� ed in Israel (� ve), Palestinian Authority 
(� ve) and Jordan (one). Transboundary cooperation between these neighbouring 
communities was established through the exchange of information concerning 
each other’s water reality and discussion on how to advance speci� c cooperation 
on common water problem issues. In each pilot community, a group of ‘Water 
trustees’ led by a � eld researcher was established, so that they could act as the 
local advocates/activists for change. In each pilot community, public buildings 
were transformed into model water-wise buildings using low-cost water-saving 
technologies.

The experience gained at the partnering community level was used for a region-wide 
public awareness programme on better water use and water equity issues.

A six-member Regional Community Water Forum (RCWF) was established. Public 
awareness and participation in water management and environmental issues 
increased at regional level. The project was also presented in international forums in 
Europe, the United States and Canada.

Lessons learned

• Good practice measures promoted in community schools proved to be effective in 
saving water: water bills were reduced.

• Willingness to cooperate, to exchange experience and solve common water and 
environment problems is real in the area.

• Awareness of need for a just and equitable allocation of water between Israeli and 
Palestinian communities was built up.

• Based on the results and experience of the model water-ef� cient school buildings 
that have been equipped and � tted with water-saving and conservation systems, 
evidence has been produced that there is room for improving the technical design 
speci� cations of school buildings.

• Based on the experience of cooperation with the EXACT programme of the Water 
Working Group of the Peace Process that prepared a regional water exercise book 
for school children and teachers, the educational authorities concerned should take 
advantage of this experience to introduce this topic in the school curricula.

• The project has succeeded in addressing several water problems at grass-roots level 
by developing low-cost technical solutions to save and reuse water at community 
level. This can be replicated and applied in the whole region.

CL_510967_en.indd   13 15/11/05   8:58:19



14

Environment and sustainable development in the Mediterranean — Ten years of cooperation

In the context of the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership, the EIB:

• �  nances risk capital operations, which 
are intended to strengthen the �  nancial 
sectors of Mediterranean partner countries 
(MPCs);

• grants MEDA subsidised loans in the 
� eld of the environment (wastewater 
treatment, solid waste management, 

industrial de-pollution, drinking water and 
support for investments to reduce atmospheric pollution, improve urban 
transport or provide environmental protection in tourism resorts) and grants 
loans from the Bank’s own resources in infrastructure, energy, and small and 
medium-sized project �  nancing.

Between 1995 and 2004, the Bank lent a total of EUR 13.2 billion 
in Mediterranean partner countries. Of this, EUR 2.6 billion were for 
environmental projects.

FEMIP — Facility for Euro-Mediterranean investment and partnership

Main goal: supports processes of economic reform in the Mediterranean 
countries through development of the private sector and assists partner 
countries in meeting the challenges of social and economic modernisation and 
improved regional integration.

Thanks to FEMIP, lending activity in the region has increased from 
EUR 1.5 billion to EUR 2 billion annually since 2002.

Future goals of the FEMIP:

• creation of a ‘special FEMIP envelope’ to allow higher risk operations of the 
private sector;

�´

Eighty per cent of MEDA �  nancing is 
allocated to the implementation of bilateral 
programmes that the EU establishes with 
bene� ciary countries. Total environment-
related grants within these programmes rose 
from about 1 % in the period 1995–2000 to 
about 11 % in the period 2001–04. Bilateral 
funding programmes in 2005–06 foresee 
signi�  cant funds for projects in the water 
resources area (Table II).

Bilateral cooperation

The bilateral component  of the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership promotes 
cooperation between the Union and each 
Mediterranean country under a series of 
bilateral association agreements. Agreements 
are in force with Egypt, Israel, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Palestinian Authority and 
Tunisia. The agreements with Algeria and 
Syria are in the process of being �  nalised. 
The European Commission has started the 
dialogue with the countries which have 
rati�  ed their association agreement on 
closer cooperation in the environment area, 
including through the establishment of 
subcommittees on the environment.

Box 3.2 The activity of the European Investment Bank (EIB) in the Mediterranean
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(million EUR)

Country MEDA 1995–2001 MEDA 2002–06 LIFE-Third 
countries

NIP/RIP 2002–04 NIP/RIP 2005–06 Total MEDA 2002–06

Total Environ.  % Total Environ.  % Total Environ.  % Total Environ.  %

Algeria 194 — 0 150 (1) 12.5 8 106 31 29 256 43.5 17 2.4

Egypt 615 — 0 320 64 20 243 80 33 563 144 25.5 3.2

Jordan 269 5 1.8 142 (2) 16 11 110 (3) 8.4 8 252 24.4 10 1.5

Lebanon 166 — 0 80 22 28 50 16 32 130 38 29 3.9

Morocco 797 1.9 0.2 426 40 9 275 46 17 701 86 12 3.4

West Bank/ 
Gaza

271.2 
(4)

18.6 6.9 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 508
(5)

15 3 1.9

Syria 137 8 5.8 93 (6) 9.2 10 80 (7) 7 9 173 16.2 9.5 3.4

Tunisia 504 8.5 1.7 225 — — 144 10 7 369 10 3 3.7

Subtotal 
national

2 953.2 42 1.4 1 436 163.7 11 1 008 198.4 20 2 953 377 12.8 23.4

Regional 585.25 125.43 21 93 28 30 60 (8) 2,5 4 153 33 22 —

Total 3 538.45 167.43 4.7 1 529 191.7 12 1 068 201 19 3 106 410 13.2 23.4

(1) Where EUR 30 million are for partially  environmental programmes (RMSU methodology) of which 25 % equal 
to EUR 7.5 million destined to environmental components.

(2) Where EUR 10 million are for partially  environmental programmes of which 60 % equal to 
EUR 6 million destined to environmental components.

(3) Where EUR 42 million are for partially  environmental programmes of which 20 % equal to 
EUR 8.4 million destined to environmental components.

(4) This amount includes the 1995–2001 MEDA commitments (EUR 208 mill ion) and the Middle East peace process 
projects 2000–01 budget line (EUR 63.2 million ).

(5) This amount includes the 2002–03 MEDA commitments, the Middle Ea st peace process projects 2002–04 
budget line and data available from the West Bank and Gaza national  �  nancing plan for the year 2004.

(6) Where EUR 30 million are for partially  environmental programmes of which 30 % equal to 
EUR 9.2 million destined to environmental components.

(7) Where 20 % are for partially  environmental programmes of which 20 % equal to EUR 2 million destine d to 
environmental components.

(8) Where EUR 5 million are for partially  environmental programmes of which 50 % equal to 
EUR 2.5 million destined to environmental components.

�µ

• establishment of a trust fund of EUR 30 million to bolster technical 
assistance and provide equity and quasi-equity � nance;

• strengthening of policy dialogue through annual FEMIP ministerial 
meetings, whose work is prepared by a high-level committee of experts 
consisting of representatives of the � nance ministries and external players;

• opening of FEMIP of� ces in the Maghreb countries.

By 2006, the EIB plans to invest more than EUR 15 billion in the MPCs via 
existing Mediterranean lending mandates, risk capital resources from the EU 
budget, as well as technical assistance and investment aid funds provided by 
the Union. In the environmental � eld, the goal is to �  nance environmental 
infrastructure with a clear ‘reform’ agenda. 

Table II: EU funding in Mediterranean countries for their environment
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In 2004, as the enlargement of the European 
Union became a reality, the Union launched 
its European neighbourhood policy to 
underline its increased interest in cooperation 
with its nearest neighbours to the east and 
south. This policy will deepen the Euro-
Mediterranean partnership through the 
implementation of national action plans 
containing concrete objectives for cooperation 
between the Union and each partner country. 
Action plans have been agreed with Israel, 
Jordan, Morocco, Palestinian Authority and 
Tunisia, while plans are under preparation 
with Egypt and Lebanon.

In the environment area, the action plans 
foresee cooperation in three key areas: 
environmental governance and strengthening 

4. European neighbourhood policy: 
 setting environmental objectives

of environmental administrative structures, 
improving environmental legislation and 
its implementation, and promoting global 
and regional environmental cooperation. 
Implementation of the national action 
plans will be discussed and monitored with 
each country inside the EMP environment 
subcommittees.

In 2005, the European Commission began 
to hold national seminars in the partner 
countries to help identify priority steps for 
the implementation of the plans. To date, 
seminars have been held in Egypt, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Jordan, West Bank and Gaza in 
chronological order.
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The Convention for the Protection 
of the Marine Environment and the 
Coastal Region of the Mediterranean  
is a regional framework treaty signed by the 
21 Mediterranean coastal states (all except 
the Palestinian Authority) and the European 
Community, under the auspices of the 
United Nations Environment Programme. 
The convention aims to eliminate pollution 
in the Mediterranean Sea and promote 
sustainable development in the Mediterranean 
region. The contracting parties pledge to take 
appropriate measures to pursue the protection 
of the marine environment and the natural 
resources of the Mediterranean Sea area, with 
due respect for principles such as polluter 
pays and precaution, and using instruments 
including environmental impact assessment, 
cooperation between neighbouring countries 
and integrated coastal zone management. 
Six speci� c protocols cover subjects such as 
land-based sources of pollution, biodiversity 
and marine emergencies. The convention 
and its protocols are implemented through 
the Mediterranean action plan (MAP) 

based in Athens, and several thematic regional 
activity centres located throughout the 
region. The European Union promotes the full 
implementation of the Barcelona Convention 
by all parties in the region.

The convention was strengthened and 
broadened in the middle of the 1990s 
to re�  ect the emergence of sustainable 
development policies. The MAP system now 
includes the Mediterranean Commission 
on Sustainable Development (MCSD),  
which has recently elaborated a new 
Mediterranean strategy for sustainable 
development (MSSD). The strategy will be 
adopted at the Conference of the Parties in 
Slovenia on 8–11 November 2005.

In recognition of the importance of 
close cooperation between the European 
Commission and the MAP secretariat, a joint 
work programme is currently being developed.

5. Barcelona Convention

The European Environment Agency (EEA) is dedicated 
to providing independent environmental information. 
It coordinates the European environment information 
network (Eionet) consisting of partners in 31 countries 
including 12 MAP member countries.

State of the environment activities

• Autumn 2005 publication of an update of the 
2000 State and pressure of the marine and coastal 
Mediterranean environment report, jointly with MAP/
MEDPOL

• Co-�  nancing and participation in the MAP/Blue 
Plan 2005 report on Environment and development

Data and indicator activities

• Support to the MEDSTAT-Environment project 
involving the following actions:

— training on the convergence/
 harmonisation of statistics towards international standards in the �  eld 

of the environment

�´

Box 5.1 The European Environment Agency (EEA): 
environment activities in the Mediterranean
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The present 
EU � nancial instrument for the environment, 

LIFE, � nances projects in the Mediterranean countries under its 
‘Third countries’ programme.

The objective of LIFE-Third countries (TCY) is to contribute towards creating 
administrative capacities and structures as well as developing policies and 

�´
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�µ

— capacity-building of the statistical environmental divisions within national 
statistical institutes of Mediterranean countries

• Collaboration with MAP/Blue Plan on the project ‘Indicators for sustainable 
development in the Mediterranean region’

Impact assessment studies

• Participation in the elaboration of the SIA of the EURO-MED free trade area

• Collaboration with MAP/Blue Plan on studies underpinning the 
Mediterranean strategy for sustainable development

Networking and support activities

• Collaboration with the Regional Management Support Unit of SMAP on the 
SMAP RMS Clearing House

• Participation in the meetings of MAP, MCSD, SMAP, etc.

• Joint action plan with MAP

Box 5.2 LIFE-Third countries

Pollution

Biodiversity

Waste

Environmental management 
 structures

Environmental tools

Other

LIFE TCY founding by theme 2001 to 2004
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�µ

action programmes in neighbouring countries of the European Union and 
countries bordering on the Baltic Sea and the Mediterranean.

In the Mediterranean area, from Croatia to Morocco, there are currently 
73 projects with a total LIFE contribution of EUR 26.3 million. Within 
the broad framework of ‘capacity-building’, all LIFE III-Third countries’ 
projects address one or more of the following types of actions:

• development or adaptation of legislation;

• development of technical tools, including technical guidelines, the transfer 
of know-how and the identi� cation of best practice;

• training of staff;

• de�  nition of planning processes including policies, strategies or action plans 
and creation or reinforcement of environmental management structures;

• awareness-raising.

Support can be at local, national or regional level and can be focused on 
harmonisation with EU standards or legislation, or on implementation of 
existing EU environmental tools (including EMAS, Corine, Natura 2000, etc.)

19

The Fara’a and Jerash 
integrated watershed management programme 

(SMAP)

CL_510967_en.indd   19 15/11/05   8:58:38



20

Environment and sustainable development in the Mediterranean — Ten years of cooperation

The strategy focuses on seven priority � elds of action: water resources 
management, energy, transport, tourism, agriculture, urban development, 
and marine and coastal environment. Each area includes objectives to be 
reached through a series of outlined actions. The programme of work of 
the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development is designed 
to implement the strategy through the coordination of the relevant 
Mediterranean actors, i.e. MAP regional activity centres, international 
organisations, private sector, etc.

Box 5.3 Mediterranean strategy for sustainable development

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg 
in 2002, the EU launched the EU Water Initiative (EUWI) as its contribution 
to help achieve the millennium development goals (MDGs) for drinking 
water and sanitation within the context of an integrated approach to water 
resources management.

The EU is the world’s largest donor of overseas development aid (ODA) for 
water-related development and has considerable expertise in water resources 
management. The EUWI seeks to mobilise the � nancial and human resources 
within the EU in support of the efforts of partner countries to achieve the 
water-related MDGs.

Work on the Mediterranean component of the EU Water Initiative (MED-EUWI) 
was effectively kicked off during the Greek Presidency of the EU in 2003. The 
Greek Environment Ministry is assisted in its leadership function by a technical 
secretariat hosted by the ‘Global Water Partnership network Med’ (GWP-Med).

After a design phase, the MED-EUWI entered into an implementation stage, 
with the development of regional and national activities scheduled in its 2005 
work programme. A  joint process between the water framework directive and 
the EU Water Initiative was initiated in 2004. This process is aimed at making 
Mediterranean partners bene� t from the principles, approach and experience 
of the water framework directive, to improve integrated water resources 
management in the region. The joint process was endorsed by EU Water 
Directors in December 2004 and will be further developed in the coming 
years.

Box 5.4 EU Water Initiative — Mediterranean component
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be required in order to meet this goal. 
We must build on and strengthen existing 
forms of cooperation to deliver the necessary 
capacity-building and support at local level 
(including support for sustainable urban 
management and mobilisation of local 
actors), to transfer best practices (including 
in integrated coastal zone management), 
as well as to �  nance major investments in 
environmental infrastructure.

A precise timetable should be agreed with 
Mediterranean partners on the adoption of 
measures leading to the de-pollution of the 
Mediterranean Sea by 2020. This timetable 
should be adopted in 2006. The European 
Commission is envisaging supporting this 
important goal through a concerted effort 
of relevant actors and institutions in the 
Mediterranean. Key building-blocks in 
this effort will be the work done under the 
Barcelona Convention and the Mediterranean 
Strategy for Sustainable Development. Another 
important contribution will come from the 
EU thematic strategy for the protection and 
conservation of the marine environment 
aimed at promoting sustainable use of the 
seas and conserving marine ecosystems. The 
strategy will cover the Mediterranean Sea and 
the commitment to contribute to it was taken 
by the 2003 Conference of the Parties of the 
Barcelona Convention.

In developing this timetable and setting 
out a vision for the future of environmental 
cooperation in the Mediterranean (to be 
presented in a Commission communication 
in 2006), the Commission will be seeking 
the ideas and suggestions of all relevant 
stakeholders in the region. As a starting 
point for the debate, a umber of goals and 
challenges have been identi�  ed.

As the previous pages illustrate, there is a 
plethora of environmental activities ongoing 
in the Mediterranean. This underlines the 
awareness in the countries of the region of 
the need to ensure the proper management 
and protection of our shared environment. 
However, the pressures on the environment in 
the Mediterranean region continue to grow, 
and we need to reinforce our efforts to ensure 
effective action on the ground. 

Recent political developments triggered 
by EU enlargement augur well for 
the further development of Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation, including in 
the area of environment and sustainable 
development. The European Commission 
outlined its approach to the future of the 
Euro-Mediterranean partnership in its 
communication of 12 April 2005 on the 
‘10th anniversary of the Barcelona process’ 
(COM(2005) 139). This document reaf�  rms 
the main principles governing Mediterranean 
cooperation and outlines a number of future 
initiatives for the strengthening of the 
Barcelona process.

In the environment area, the communication 
identi�  es the need to launch a major initiative 
to improve the quality of life of the average 
citizen, through the de-pollution of the 
Mediterranean by 2020. The goal should 
be to tackle all the major sources of pollution, 
including industrial emissions, municipal 
waste, and particularly urban wastewater. 
This initiative would improve the prospects 
for the development of tourism, contribute 
towards stemming the decline in local �  shery 
stocks as well as provide safe drinking water 
to millions of citizens.

A clear political backing and substantial, 
concentrated �  nancial investment will 

6. Reinforced environmental cooperation
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Challenges on the way towards achieving these goals 

Key goals for the future

• Contribute to the sustainable development 
of Mediterranean countries through 
a progressive convergence with EU 
environmental standards and norms.

• Increase the capacity of environmental 
administrations and other stake holders 
to develop and implement environmental 
policies in the partner countries.

• Ensure integration of environmental 
concerns into other national sectoral 
policies and in regional initiatives, as agreed 
at the meeting of the EMP Foreign Ministers 
in Valencia in 2002.

• De-pollution of the Mediterranean by 2020, 
through more ef�  cient regional and national 
environmental policies and assistance 
programmes.

• Strengthening of environmental 
administrations and civil society, including 
the private sector, to play a constructive role 
in the development and implementation of 
environmental policy in the region.

• Overcoming the reluctance to allocate 
priority to environmental issues in the 
Mediterranean.

• Ensure the full implementation of the 
commitments taken by the countries 
under the Barcelona Convention, as well 
as implementation of the Mediterranean 
Strategy for Sustainable Development.

• Ensure an adequate level of �  nance for 
the environment in the Mediterranean, 
including better coordination of 
international �  nancial assistance.

• Involve regional and local authorities in 
environmental protection and sustainable 
development.

The Commission envisages a 
strengthening of the environmental 
cooperation between the European 
Union and our partners in the 
Mediterranean. Key to this effort will 
be the involvement of all relevant 
national and international actors 
working in the Mediterranean 
region. Together we can make the 
Mediterranean region environmentally 
sustainable.
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European Union institutions

European Commission
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm

Environment DG
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/environment/index_en.htm

External Relations DG
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/external_relations/inde x.htm

EuropeAid Co-operation Of�  ce
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/europeaid/index.htm

Euro-Mediterranean partnership
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/euromed/i ndex.htm

Eurostat
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/eurostat/index_en.htm

SMAP Regional Management Support Unit
http://smaprms.apat.it/EN/index.php

European Environment Agency
http://www.eea.eu.int
http://reports.eea.eu.int/ENVSERIES05/en/tab_abstract_RLR

European Investment Bank
http://www.eib.org

Other

Mediterranean environmental technical assistance programme (METAP)
http://www.metap.org/

Sustainable impact assessment of Euro-Mediterranean free trade ar ea
http://www.sia-trade.org/emfta/en/index.shtml

UNEP Mediterranean action plan (UNEP/MAP)
http://www.unepmap.gr/home.asp

Contact information
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EC Delegations in the Mediterranean

Algeria
Domain Benouadah — Val d’Hydra
El-Bihar
(PO Box 381)
Algiers
Tel. (213-21) 92 36 40
Fax (213-21) 92 36 81
E-mail: Delegation-algeria@cec.eu.int
Website: www.delza.cec.eu.int

Cyprus
Iris Tower
8th � oor, 2 Agapinor Street
1076 Nicosia
(PO Box 23480 — 1683 Nicosia)
Tel. (357-22) 81 77 70
Fax (357-22) 76 89 26
E-mail: mailto@delcyp.cec.eu.int
Website: www.delcyp.cec.eu.int

Egypt
37 Gamaet el Dowal el Arabeya St.
11th � oor El-Fouad Of�  ce building
Giza (Cairo)
Tel. (20-2) 749 46 80
Fax (20-2) 749 53 63
E-mail: delegation-egypt@cec.eu.int

Israel
Paz Toser, 15th � oor
31–35 Betzalel Street
Ramat Gan 52136
(PO Box 3513)
Tel. (972-3) 613 77 99
Fax (972-3) 613 77 70
E-mail: delegation-israel@cec.eu.int
Website: www.eu-del.org.il

Jordan
Al Jahez Street No 15, Shmeisani
Amman
(PO Box 926 794 Amman)
Tel. (962-6) 566 81 91/2
Fax (962-6) 568 67 46
E-mail: delegation-jordan@cec.eu.int
Website: www.deljor.cec.eu.int

Lebanon
490 Harbor Drive
Av. Charles Helou Sai� 
Beyrouth
(BP 11 — 4008 Riad el Solh-11072150 Beyrouth)
Tel. (961-1) 56 94 00
Fax (961-1) 56 94 15
E-mail: delegation-lebanon@cec.eu.int
Website: www.dellbn.cec.eu.int
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Malta
Villa ‘The Vines’
51, Ta’Xbiex Seafront
Ta’ Xbiex MSD 11
Malta G.C.
Tel. (356) 21 34 48 91
Fax (356) 21 34 48 97
E-mail: mailto@delmlt.cec.eu.int
Website: www.delmlt.cec.eu.int

Morocco
Riad Business Center
Aile Sud, Bld Er-Riad
(BP 1302)
Rabat
Tel. (212-37) 57 98 00
Fax (212-37) 57 98 10
E-mail: delegation-morocco@.cec.eu.int
Website: www.delmar.cec.eu.int

Palestinian Authority
5 George Adam Smith St.
(PO Box 22 207 — Mount of Olives)
Jerusalem
Tel. (972-2) 541 58 88
Fax (972-2) 541 58 48
E-mail: mailto@delwbg.cec.eu.int
Website: www.delwbg.cec.eu.int

Syria
Abou Roumaneh
Wahab Bin Sa’ad St. — Building 3
(PO Box 11269)
Damascus
Tel. (963-11) 332 76 40
Fax (963-11) 332 06 83
E-mail: mailto@delsyr.cec.eu.int

Tunisia
Immeuble Europe, Berges du Lac Nord
Croisement rue du Lac Malâres — rue du Lac 
Oubeira
(BP 150 — 1053 Tunis)
Tel. (216-71) 96 03 30
Fax (216-71) 96 03 02
E-mail: delegation-tunisia@cec.eu.int
Website: www.deltun.cec.eu.int

Turkey
Ugur Mumcu Caddesi 88, 4th �  oor
06700 Gaziosmanpasa
Ankara
Tel. (90-312) 459 87 00
Fax (90-312) 446 67 37
E-mail: malto@deltur.cec.eu.int
Website: www.deltur.cec.eu.int
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